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Thundersnow 

Commissioned for the Southminster Ringers 50th Reunion 

Elizabeth Peters, Composer‐in‐Residence 

The story of this commission begins at 12:10 am on Christmas Day, 2017 as the Southminster Ringers 

began their final performance outside following the third Christmas Eve service. Everything began as it 

had all evening with a slight chill to the air. As they began to ring Jingle Bells, a snow began to fall, and 

then it began to fall much harder, forcing the ringers to clear the snow off their music after every few 

measures. THEN – LIGHTNING and THUNDER!! Thundersnow!1 While rare, some of the ringers were 

excited because they had recently studied this phenomenon in class (and they texted their science 

teacher during the storm).  

Fortunately, Skip and Liz Peters were helping the ringers at that point and they had the sense to realize 

that lightning and bells were probably not a good mix. Thus, the ringing on that Christmas morning came 

to an abrupt end, but they wanted to have their excitement memorialized and they begged Liz to write a 

piece of music for them. The result is Thundersnow, performed by three teams of ringers. The first team 

represents the Ringers on that memorable night (performed by our current Ringers 1); the second team 

represents the gentle Snow (performed by some of our current Ringers 2 and 3); the third team 

represents the Thunder (performed by our Alumni Ringers – Sonorilo). 

The piece is dedicated to all of our ringers who over the last fifty years have braved brisk breezes, mud 

and rain, snow, sleet, frigid temperatures, and Thundersnow every Christmas Eve for our congregation 

and for all those that drive by on that evening. 

 

 

Liz Peters, Composer‐in‐Residence 

                                                            
1 Thundersnow, also known as a winter thunderstorm or a thundersnowstorm, is an unusual kind of 

thunderstorm with snow falling as the primary precipitation instead of rain. It typically falls in regions of 

strong upward motion within the cold sector of an extratropical cyclone. Thermodynamically, it is not 

different from any other type of thunderstorm, but the top of the cumulonimbus cloud is usually quite 

low. 
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TD staccato notes unless otherwise indicated

* Start jingle bells = JB+   Stop jingle bells  = JB-

Optional jingle bells
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* DD (Delay Damp):  Ring normally and delay damping until after the following note is rung. 
    This will produce a modified LV sound.
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Allelu Allelu Allelu Allelu Allelu by Jacqueline McNair & Martha Lynn Thompson 3-5 (6) oct.+ opt. chimes, .SA choral & perc. Level II
Be JoyfulBe JoyfulBe JoyfulBe JoyfulBe Joyful by Lee Afdahl 3 - 5 oct. bells + opt. 3-5 oct chimes Level II
CerCerCerCerCeremonial Femonial Femonial Femonial Femonial Fanfaranfaranfaranfaranfareeeee by Michael Mazzatenta 3/4, or 5 octaves Level II
JJJJJehovehovehovehovehova, Senor de los Cielos a, Senor de los Cielos a, Senor de los Cielos a, Senor de los Cielos a, Senor de los Cielos arr. by Gail Downey 3 - 5 oct. bells, 3 oct. chimes, opt.  vocal, guitar Level II
Morning SongMorning SongMorning SongMorning SongMorning Song by Matthew Prins 2 - 4 octaves bells or chimes Level II
O FO FO FO FO For a or a or a or a or a Thousand TThousand TThousand TThousand TThousand Tongues to Sing ongues to Sing ongues to Sing ongues to Sing ongues to Sing  by V. Stephenson 4 or 5/6 octaves bells/opt. chimes Level II
Resplendent RingingResplendent RingingResplendent RingingResplendent RingingResplendent Ringing by Michael Mazzatenta 3-5 oct. bells, opt 2-3 oct. chimes Level II+
SSSSSarararararabandeabandeabandeabandeabande by J.S. Bach, arr. by Betty Garee 4 or 5 octaves Level II+
Southwest Spirit SuiteSouthwest Spirit SuiteSouthwest Spirit SuiteSouthwest Spirit SuiteSouthwest Spirit Suite by Michael Mazzatenta 3-5 octaves Level II & II+
The Strawberry RoanThe Strawberry RoanThe Strawberry RoanThe Strawberry RoanThe Strawberry Roan by Fred A. Merrett 3 octaves bells/opt. chimes Level II
Entradas for Worship Entradas for Worship Entradas for Worship Entradas for Worship Entradas for Worship by Gail Downey 3 - 5 oct. bells, opt. chimes & flute Level II & III
Rondo BorincanoRondo BorincanoRondo BorincanoRondo BorincanoRondo Borincano by Timothy Waugh 3 or 5 oct. bells/opt. 2 choirs/opt. chimes Level II & III+

Spin the DreydlSpin the DreydlSpin the DreydlSpin the DreydlSpin the Dreydl by Michael Joy 5 octaves bells Level III-
All TAll TAll TAll TAll Together May Pogether May Pogether May Pogether May Pogether May Prrrrraise aise aise aise aise by Lee Afdahl 3 - 5 oct. bells/opt. chimes Level III
CarmelaCarmelaCarmelaCarmelaCarmela by Fred A. Merrett 3 octaves bells Level III
FFFFFanfaranfaranfaranfaranfareeeee     on Joyful, Joyful Joyful, Joyful Joyful, Joyful Joyful, Joyful Joyful, Joyful by Bob Burroughs 3 - 5 octaves handbells Level III
FFFFForororororgotten Drgotten Drgotten Drgotten Drgotten Dreamseamseamseamseams arr. by Betty Garee 4 octaves + flute, C inst. or chimes Level III
Go Out in JoyGo Out in JoyGo Out in JoyGo Out in JoyGo Out in Joy by Lee Afdahl 5 octaves bells Level III
Mountain GrandeurMountain GrandeurMountain GrandeurMountain GrandeurMountain Grandeur by Phyllis Anschicks 3, 4, or 5 octaves Level III
My JesusMy JesusMy JesusMy JesusMy Jesus by Fred A. Merrett 3 octaves bells/opt. chimes Level III
PPPPProcessional on an Opening Bellrocessional on an Opening Bellrocessional on an Opening Bellrocessional on an Opening Bellrocessional on an Opening Bell by M .Mazzatenta 3 (4) (5) octaves bells Level III
Winter WWinter WWinter WWinter WWinter Wonderland onderland onderland onderland onderland arr. by Gail Downey 3, 4 or 5 oct. bells/opt. chimes Level III
YYYYYellow Birellow Birellow Birellow Birellow Birddddd arr. by Gail Downey 3 - 5 octaves +opt. chimes/percussion Level III
In the Good Old Summertime In the Good Old Summertime In the Good Old Summertime In the Good Old Summertime In the Good Old Summertime by Fred A. Merrett 3 or 5 octaves + chimes Level III+
Joyous Echo FJoyous Echo FJoyous Echo FJoyous Echo FJoyous Echo Fanfaranfaranfaranfaranfareeeee by Michael Mazzatenta 3 octaves Level III+
TTTTTon Moulinon Moulinon Moulinon Moulinon Moulin by Valerie Stephenson (3) (4) 5 octaves bells, (3) 5 oct. chimes Level III+

BBBBBadinerieadinerieadinerieadinerieadinerie by J.S. Bach, arr. Leila Norris 5 oct. bells and solo flute Level IV
Cantabile: A Singing Spirit Cantabile: A Singing Spirit Cantabile: A Singing Spirit Cantabile: A Singing Spirit Cantabile: A Singing Spirit by Lee Afdahl 3-5 (6) oct. bells/opt chimes Level IV
Crush Collision MarchCrush Collision MarchCrush Collision MarchCrush Collision MarchCrush Collision March by Larry Sue 5 (6) oct. bells, 3 oct. chimes +opt F2 Level IV
FFFFFantasie on antasie on antasie on antasie on antasie on Spirit of GodSpirit of GodSpirit of GodSpirit of GodSpirit of God     arr. by Matthew Prins 5 oct. Level IV
O the DO the DO the DO the DO the Deepeepeepeepeep, D, D, D, D, Deep Loveep Loveep Loveep Loveep Love of Je of Je of Je of Je of Jesusesusesusesusesus by Derek Hakes (3) (4) 5 octaves bells, 3 oct. chimes Level IV
Blessedness of Unity Blessedness of Unity Blessedness of Unity Blessedness of Unity Blessedness of Unity Psalm 133 by Lee Afdahl 3 or 4-5 oct. bells/ Opt.chimes Level IV+
NocturneNocturneNocturneNocturneNocturne by Kenneth Hytch 5 octaves bells with harp solo Level IV+

AirAirAirAirAir by J.S. Bach, transcribed by Valerie Stephenson 5 oct. bells and opt. chimes Level V
Masters in This Hall Masters in This Hall Masters in This Hall Masters in This Hall Masters in This Hall arr. Gail Downey 3 or 5 octaves Level V
Jazzin’ Jazzin’ Jazzin’ Jazzin’ Jazzin’ by Kathleen Wissinger 3 or 4/5 octaves bells Level V
That Old Black Magic That Old Black Magic That Old Black Magic That Old Black Magic That Old Black Magic by Paul W. Allen 5 octaves bells Level V
TTTTTriple Thrriple Thrriple Thrriple Thrriple Threat eat eat eat eat by Kathleen Wissinger 3-5 octaves bells Level V
The Rakes of MallowThe Rakes of MallowThe Rakes of MallowThe Rakes of MallowThe Rakes of Mallow arr. by Carol Lynn Mizell 5/6 octaves bells  + percussion Level VI
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Hymn accompaniments arranged for 2, 3, 4 or 5 octave choirs
PPPPPurururururchase any 10 for $19.95 or $2.50 eachchase any 10 for $19.95 or $2.50 eachchase any 10 for $19.95 or $2.50 eachchase any 10 for $19.95 or $2.50 eachchase any 10 for $19.95 or $2.50 each

                                   FFFFFrom the Trom the Trom the Trom the Trom the Topopopopop Music Music Music Music Music

     866.951.0053     866.951.0053     866.951.0053     866.951.0053     866.951.0053

(For a complete listing of hymn accompaniments, please check our web site!)

Hymns YHymns YHymns YHymns YHymns Your Wour Wour Wour Wour Way ~ ay ~ ay ~ ay ~ ay ~ by Gail Dby Gail Dby Gail Dby Gail Dby Gail Downeyowneyowneyowneyowney
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