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As a handbell director for a decade now, I know all too well the need for flexibility
during the Lenten and Easter season. This collection provides music for use in

the many services during this time -- without the need for table setup. Perhaps your
church has a Good Friday noon worship where "O Sacred Head Now Wounded"
would be inspirational. How exciting it would be to have bells ringing in the outdoor
Easter Sunrise Service!

My primary goal with this collection was to provide music that would not require
the entire handbell ‘choir, thus allowing a few smaller groups to ring as needed in
the Lentenand Easter worship services.

Each of these songs uses the same 18 bells at most: G4 through C7 in the key of
Bb major or G minor.These’bells can be played by as few as three and as many as nine
ringers in numerous configurations, some of which are listed below.

3 ringers: G4-Eb5; F5-D6;Eb6-C7 (all theee using bell trees)

4 ringers: G4-C5; D53G5; A5-D6; Eb6-C7 (highest position/using bell tree)
5 ringers: G4-C5: D5-E5; G5-Bb5; C6-F6; G6*C7

6 ringers: G4-C5; D5-F53 G5-Bb5; C6-D6; E6-G6; A6-C7

7 ringers: G4-C5; D5-Eb53 F5-G5; A5-Bb55 €6-D6; Eb6-G6; A6-€7

8 ringers: G4-C5; two bells every ringer D5 and-above

9 ringers: two bells every ringer

You can, of course, adjust these'to fit the strengths and weaknesses of your own choir.
Many of these three- or four-bell positions can be played using either weaving or
four-in-hand, with four-in-hand more likely to be necessary (or at least easier) in the
higher positions. In many of these configurations, if you use four-in-hand rather than
weaving, you can actually play the pieces without using tables (the British "off-the-table"
style of ringing), which makes them perfect for playing in venues outside the church.

I hope that you find this collection useful and, just as important, musical.

Matthew Prins



What Wondrous Love Is This

Eighteen Bells for Lent and Easter

Cat. 1080
Difficulty: EM

Handbells used: 3 octaves o he *
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William Walker, 1835

Moderato (J = 80-92) arranged by Matthew Prins
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Melody line travels between both treble and bass clefs through m. 48.
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O Sacred Head, Now Wounded

Eighteen Bells for Lent and Easter
Cat. 1080

Difficulty: EM
Handbells used: 3 octaves e e ®

N>

|

et

V4

PASSION CHORALE (Hans L. Hassler, 1601)

arranged by Matthew Prins
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Cat. 1080
Difficulty: EM

Moderato (J = 80-92)

Handbells used: 3 octaves

Were You There?

Eighteen Bells for Lent and Easter
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traditional African-American
arranged by Matthew Prins
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Now the Green Blade Rises

Eighteen Bells for Lent and Easter

Cat. 1080

Difficuley: EM Handbells used: 3 octaves
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(Note: If performed on tables, entire piece may be malleted.)

NOEL NOUVELET (15th Century French)
Allegro (J = 124-144) arranged by Matthew Prins
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Easter Fanfare
Eighteen Bells for Lent and Easter

Cat. 1080
Difficulty: EM
Handbells used: 3 octaves o e =
P ' '
:j;::t““b’ ®
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Allegrissimo (J _ 144-160) composed by Matthew Prins
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Christ the Lord is Risen Today

Eighteen Bells for Lent and Easter
Cat. 1080

Difficulty: EM

Handbells used: 3 octaves e e *
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EASTER HYMN (Lyra Davidica, 1708)

Allegro (J = 124-144) arranged by Matthew Prins
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From the Top Music

Solo and Ensemble Catalog

Ahl So Pure from Martha by von Flotow
Incline My Heart

Glory Bound

He Is Born

Old Time Religion Medley

Plink, Plank, Plunk by Leroy Anderson
The Typewriter by Leroy Anderson
Welsh Folk Song

Be Thou Still

O Christmas Tree
Prayer Time

All Day, All Night/Swing Low, Sweet,Chariot
Angels From the Realms of Glory
Bethena

Fum, Fum, Fum

On This Day

Prelude in ¢ Minor by J.S. Bach
Reflections

Roundup by Andre Previn

Rihg Christmas Joy

Morning Song
Solace

Solo arr. by Fred A. Merrett

Solo arr. by Erin & Gail Downey

Solo arr. by Carol Smith & Jane Fatty
Solo w/piano accomp. by Sue Garton
Solo arr. by Carol Smith & Jane Fatty
Solo arr. by Carol Smith & Jane Fatty
Solo arr. by Carol Smith & Jane Fatty
Solo arr. by Fred A. Merrett

Duet by Matthew Frins

Trio by Gail Downey
Trio by Gail Downey

Quartet by Gail Downey

Quartet by Gail Downey

Quartet arr. by Matthew/Prine
Quartet arr. by Matthew Prins
Quartetby Susan (Nelson)Sylvester

Quartetsarr. by Erin Downey,& Thomas E. Parsons

Quartet by Gail Downey
Quartet arr. by Erin Downey
4-in-Hahd by Gail Downey

Quintet arr. by Matthew Prins
Quintet arr. by Thomas E. Farsons

Hymns Your Way ~ by Gail Downey

Hymn accompaniments arranged for 2, 3, 4 or 5 octave choirs

Lift High the Cross
Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

Hosanna, Loud Hosanna
Lift Up Your Heads, Ye
Mighty Gates

Difficulty E
Difficulty M
Difficulty M
Difficulty M
Difficulty M
Difficulty M
Difficulty M
Difficulty E

Difficulty EM

Difficulty E
Difficulty M

Difficulty EM
Difficulty M
Difficulty MD
Difficulty M
Difficulty E
Difficulty D
Difficulty M
Difficulty D
Difficulty D

Difficulty EM
Difficulty D

Peal on Christ the Lord is Risen Today

For a complete listing of hymn accompaniments, please check our web sitel

From the Top Music

Specializing in music arranged for the number of octaves in YOUR choir

www.FromTheTopMueic.com

860.951.0055
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