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Program Notes for Argentum

When the Mid-Ohio Valley Ringers approached me about a commissioned piece in honor of
their “silver” anniversary and told me that they wanted the piece to somehow incorporate that
“silver” theme, my mind immediately started churning.

The first inclusion was obvious, as the ensemble let me know they own a two-octave set of
Silver Melody Bells. These instruments have a very distinct overtone series that doesn’t make
them conducive to full chordal sections, but works well to highlight various melodic lines within
the piece.

The other inclusions are far less obvious, but helped guide the writing of the piece and lend it
what I feel is its distinctive sound. When the group commissioned me, they probably didn’t
realize that, at heart, I'm a big science nerd. Had they realized this fact, they might have
reconsidered their choice of composer.

Knowing it was their “silver” anniversary, my mind immediately went to the periodic table of
the elements, where silver sits just to the right of center with the atomic symbol Ag. This led to a
motif of these two notes which most noticeably appears in the faster middle section, but also
helps to close out the piece.

Silver has the atomic number 47, so it only seemed appropriate to incorporate this somehow.
This led to the rhythmic structure of both the opening and closing, with groups of repeated bars
of 4/4 and 7/8 time. To add to the numeric homage, as the silver anniversary commemorates
25 years, the quicker middle section features alternating bars of 2/4 and 5/8 time.

In one last tip of the hat to silver itself, the title of the piece — Argentum — is the Latin name
for silver (and is, in fact, where the periodic table gets the symbol AG from). I hope this piece
serves as a fitting tribute to a wonderful ensemble and an astounding milestone.

~ Jason W. Krug
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Commissioned by the Mid-Ohio Valley Ringers in celebration of their 25th Anniversary Season,
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*D5 and E5 scored in bass clef m. 28-39 for clarity

**Chime notes through mm. 32-39 may be played on Silver Melody Bells, if desired
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Mallet staccato notes on table mm. 36-43
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*Chime notes mm. 64-73 may be played on Silver Melody Bells

** D5 scored in bass clef mm. 64-71 for clarity
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Ring all notes on beat 1 of me: ated; all Cs and Es, E5 and below, should then start singing bell

techinique, releasing dowels on of measure 129.
4-octave ensembles should omit the four beats spanning beat 4 of measure 125 through beat 3 of measure 126.

*HXK Each set of A-G notes should be played randomly and repeatedly, roughly in rhythm, though not

in time with other A-G pairs. Continue repeating throughout measures 128 and 129, gradually increasing in
volume and tempo until achieving a peal-like feeling by the end of measure 129.
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From the Top Music ~ Handbell Choir Catalog

Allelu by Jacqueline McNair & Martha Lynn Thompson
Be Joyful by Lee Afdahl

Ceremonial Fanfare by Michael Mazzatenta
Jehova, Senor de los Cielos arr. by Gail Downey
Morning Song by Matthew Prins

0 For a Thousand Tongues to Sing by V. Stephenson
Resplendent Ringing by Michael Mazzatenta
Sarabande by J.5. Bach, arr. by Betty Garee
Southwest Spirit Suite by Michael Mazzatenta
The Strawberry Roan by Fred A. Merrett
Entradas for Worship by Gail Downey

Rondo Borincano by Timothy Waugh

Spin the Dreydl| by Michael Joy

All Together May Praise by Lee Afdahl

Carmela by Fred A. Merrett

Fanfare on Joyful, Joyful by Bob Burroughs
Forgotten Dreams arr. by Betty Garee

Go Out in Joy by Lee Afdahl

Mountain Grandeur by Fhyllis Anschicks

My Jesus by Fred A. Merrett

Processional on an Opening Bell by M Mazzatenta
Winter Wonderland arr. by Gail Downey

Yellow Bird arr. by Gail Downey

In the Good Old Summertime by Fred A. Merrett
Joyous Echo Fanfare by Michael Mazzatenta

Ton Moulin by Valerie Stephenson

Badinerie by J.5. Bach, arr. Leila Norris
Cantabile: A Singing Spirit by Lee Afdahl
Crush Collision March by Larry Sue

Fantasie on Spirit of God arr. by Matthew FPring
O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus by Derek Hakes
Blessedness of Unity Fealm 133 by Lee Afdahl
Nocturne by Kenneth Hytch

Air by J.5. Bach, tranecribed by Valerie Stephenson
Masters in This Hall arr. Gail Downey

Jazzin’ by Kathleen Wissinger

That Old Black Magic by Faul W. Allen

Triple Threat by Kathleen Wissinger

The Rakes of Mallow arr. by Carol Lynn Mizell

3-5(6) oct.+ opt. chimes, .SA choral & perc.
3 -boct. bells + opt. 3-5 oct chimes
2/4, or B octaves

3 -5 oct. belle, 3 oct. chimes, opt. vocal, guitar

2 -4 octaves bells or chimes

4orB/C octaves bells/opt. chimes

3-5 oct. bells, opt 2-3 oct. chimes

4 orboctaves

3-b octaves

B octaves bells/opt. chimes

3 - B oct. bells, opt. chimes & flute

S or5oct. bells/opt. 2 choirs/opt. chimes

5 octaves bells

3 - 5 oct. bells/opt. chimes

B octaves bells

5 - 5 octaves handbells

4 octaves + flute, C inst. or chimes

5 octaves bells

3,4, or 5 octaves

3 octaves bells/opt. chimes

2 (4) (5) octaves bells

3, 4 or 5 oct. bells/opt. chimes

3 - b octaves +opt. chimes/percussion
3 or 5 octaves + chimes

3 octaves

(2) (4) 5 octaves bells, (3) B oct. chimes

5 oct. bells and solo flute

3-5 (©) oct. bells/opt chimes

5 () oct. bells, 3 oct. chimes +opt F2
5oct.

(3) (4) 5 octaves bells, 3 oct. chimes
3 or 4-5 oct. bells/ Opt.chimes

5 octaves bells with harp solo

5 oct. bells and opt. chimes

S orboctaves

3 or 4/5 octaves bells

5 octaves bells

5-5 octaves bells

5/6 octaves bells + percussion

Hymns Your Way ~ by Gail Downey
Hymn accompanimente arranged for 2, 3, 4 or 5 octave choirs

Purchase any 10 for $19.95 or $2.50 each

(For a complete listing of hymn accompaniments, please check our web sitel)
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