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Ambos a Dos

Arranged by

Carlos Rivera-Aponte



    Ambos a dos is a question and answer song-game. The girl is pretending to look for a husband. A group of 
children - maybe 4 - 6 kids line up, shoulder to shoulder - without touching, with at least 2 boys in the row. The 
row will face a lone girl across from them - she will be facing them. The row of children chant, while moving 
forward towards the girl, and then moving back. When the girl chants she moves forward toward the row of kids 
and back again. 
    This simple game  song uses only an eight-bar melody phrase to sing all the verses, thus it is very repetitive and 
playable. Following are the melody and lyrics in Spanish and its literal translation into English.

Ambos a dos, matarile rile,rile.                        Both for two, matarile rile,rile.    
Ambos a dos, matarile rile, ron.                       Both for two, matarile rile, ron.

¿Qué quiere usted?, matarile rile, rile.             What do you want, …
¿Qué quiere usted?, matarile rile, ron.             What do you want,…

Yo quiero un paje, matarile rile, rile.                 I want a boy, …
Yo quiero un paje, matarile rile, ron                 I want a boy, …

¿Qué oficio le va a poner?, matarile rile, rile.    What kind of  job will you give him?, …
¿Qué oficio le va a poner?, matarile rile, ron.    What kind of job will you give him?, …

Le pondremos Carpintero, matarile rile, rile.    We will give him carpenter, …
Le pondremos carpintero, matarile rile ron.      We will give him carpenter, …

Él dice que no le gusta, matarile rile, rile.          He says he doesn't like that, …
Él dice que no le gusta,  matarile rile, ron.         He says he doesn't like that, …

Le pondremos maestro, matarile rile, rile.         We will give  him teacher, …
Le pondremos maestro, matarile rile, ron.         We will give  him teacher, …

Él dice, que sí le gusta, matarile rile, rile.           He says he likes that, …
Él dice, que sí le gusta, matarile rile, ron.          He says he likes that, ..
    
Celebremos todos juntos, matarile rile, rile.       Let's celebrate all together, matarile, rile, rile.
Celebremos todos juntos, matarile rile, ron.      Let's celebrate all together, matarile, rile, ron.

Performance suggestions:
    Melody is found in measures 9-16 and 25- 32.  The group can sing the verses in this measures. These 
measures can be repeated as desired.
    In measures 1-8 , 17-24 and 33-40 you will find a transitional motive to give more interest to the 
piece. These measures can also be repeated as desired using the actual handbell arrangement, body 
percussion patterns, any melodic ostinatos on any Orff based instrument, or any rhythmic ostinatos using 
any percussion instruments such as claves, hand drums, etc. 
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Traditional Puerto Rican Children's Song

                    Arr. Carlos E. Rivera-Aponte

______________________________________________________
Copyright 2008 ~ From the Top Music

2700 Vista Grande NW 105 ~ Albuquerque, NM USA 87120
www.FromTheTopMusic.com

Cat. 20220
AGEHR Level I



&

?

b

b

..

..

13 œ
œ œœ

œœœ œœ

14 œ
œ
œ
œ

œœœ œœœ

15 œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

œœœœ
œœœ

16 œ
œ
œ
œ œœ

œœœ œœœ
f

17 œœœœœ
œœœœœ
œœœœœœ

œœœ œœœ

18 œœœœœ
œœœœœ
œœœœ

œœœ œœœ

&

?

b

b

19 œœœœœ
œœœœœ
œœœœœœ
œœœœœœ

œœœ œœœ

20 œœœœœ
œœœœœ
œœœœ

œœœ œœœ

21 œœœœœ
œœœœœ
œœœœœœ

œœœ œœœ

22 œœœœœ
œœœœœ
œœœœ

œœœ œœœ

23 œœœœ
œœœœ
œœœœ
œœœ

œœœ œœœ

24œœœ
œœœ
œœœœ

œœœ
œœœ

&

?

b

b

..

..

f (p)

25 œœœœœ
œœœœ

œœœœ œœœ

26 œœœœœ
œœœœœ

œœœ œœœ

27 œœœœœ
œœœœœ
œœœœœ
œœœœœ

œœœ œœœ

28 œœœœœ
œœœœœ
œœœœœ
œœœœ

œœœœ œœœ

29 œœœœœ
œœœœ

œœœ œœ

30 œœœœœ
œœœœœ

œœœ œœœ

&

?

b

b

..

..

31 œœœœœ
œœœœœ
œœœœœ
œœœœœ

œœœœ
œœœ

32 œœœœœ
œœœœœ œœœœ

œœœ œœœ
f

33 œœœœœ
œœœœœ
œœœœœœ

œœœ œœœ

34 œœœœœ
œœœœœ
œœœœ

œœœ œœœ

35 œœœœœ
œœœœœ
œœœœœœ
œœœœœœ

œœœ œœœ

 2 

Cat. 20220



&

?

b

b

36 œœœœœ
œœœœœ
œœœœ

œœœ œœœ

37 œœœœœ
œœœœœ
œœœœœœ

œœœ œœœ

38 œœœœœ
œœœœœ
œœœœ

œœœ œœœ

39 œœœœ
œœœœ
œœœœ
œœœ

œœœ œœœ

40 œœœ
œœœ
œœœœ

œœœ
œœœ

&

?

b

b

41 œœœœœ
œœœœ

œ œ

Sk
42 œœœœœ

œœœœœœ

œ œ

43 ˙̇̇
˙̇̇

œ> œ>

44 ˙̇̇
˙̇̇

œ> œ>

45 œœœœœœ
œœœœœ
œœœœœ

œœœœ

&

?

b

b

46œœœœœ
œœœœœ
œœœœœ
œœœœœ

œœœ Œ

47 œœœœ
œœœœœ
œœœœœ

œœœ Œ

48 œœœœœœ
œœœœœ
œœœœœ

œœœ Œ

49 œœœœ œœœœ

œœœ œœœœ

50 œœœœœœ Œ

œœœ Œ

 3 

Cat. 20220



Allelu Allelu Allelu Allelu Allelu by Jacqueline McNair & Martha Lynn Thompson 3-5 (6) oct.+ opt. chimes, .SA choral & perc. Level II
Be JoyfulBe JoyfulBe JoyfulBe JoyfulBe Joyful by Lee Afdahl 3 - 5 oct. bells + opt. 3-5 oct chimes Level II
CerCerCerCerCeremonial Femonial Femonial Femonial Femonial Fanfaranfaranfaranfaranfareeeee by Michael Mazzatenta 3/4, or 5 octaves Level II
JJJJJehovehovehovehovehova, Senor de los Cielos a, Senor de los Cielos a, Senor de los Cielos a, Senor de los Cielos a, Senor de los Cielos arr. by Gail Downey 3 - 5 oct. bells, 3 oct. chimes, opt.  vocal, guitar Level II
Morning SongMorning SongMorning SongMorning SongMorning Song by Matthew Prins 2 - 4 octaves bells or chimes Level II
O FO FO FO FO For a or a or a or a or a Thousand TThousand TThousand TThousand TThousand Tongues to Sing ongues to Sing ongues to Sing ongues to Sing ongues to Sing  by V. Stephenson 4 or 5/6 octaves bells/opt. chimes Level II
Resplendent RingingResplendent RingingResplendent RingingResplendent RingingResplendent Ringing by Michael Mazzatenta 3-5 oct. bells, opt 2-3 oct. chimes Level II+
SSSSSarararararabandeabandeabandeabandeabande by J.S. Bach, arr. by Betty Garee 4 or 5 octaves Level II+
Southwest Spirit SuiteSouthwest Spirit SuiteSouthwest Spirit SuiteSouthwest Spirit SuiteSouthwest Spirit Suite by Michael Mazzatenta 3-5 octaves Level II & II+
The Strawberry RoanThe Strawberry RoanThe Strawberry RoanThe Strawberry RoanThe Strawberry Roan by Fred A. Merrett 3 octaves bells/opt. chimes Level II
Entradas for Worship Entradas for Worship Entradas for Worship Entradas for Worship Entradas for Worship by Gail Downey 3 - 5 oct. bells, opt. chimes & flute Level II & III
Rondo BorincanoRondo BorincanoRondo BorincanoRondo BorincanoRondo Borincano by Timothy Waugh 3 or 5 oct. bells/opt. 2 choirs/opt. chimes Level II & III+

Spin the DreydlSpin the DreydlSpin the DreydlSpin the DreydlSpin the Dreydl by Michael Joy 5 octaves bells Level III-
All TAll TAll TAll TAll Together May Pogether May Pogether May Pogether May Pogether May Prrrrraise aise aise aise aise by Lee Afdahl 3 - 5 oct. bells/opt. chimes Level III
CarmelaCarmelaCarmelaCarmelaCarmela by Fred A. Merrett 3 octaves bells Level III
FFFFFanfaranfaranfaranfaranfareeeee     on Joyful, Joyful Joyful, Joyful Joyful, Joyful Joyful, Joyful Joyful, Joyful by Bob Burroughs 3 - 5 octaves handbells Level III
FFFFForororororgotten Drgotten Drgotten Drgotten Drgotten Dreamseamseamseamseams arr. by Betty Garee 4 octaves + flute, C inst. or chimes Level III
Go Out in JoyGo Out in JoyGo Out in JoyGo Out in JoyGo Out in Joy by Lee Afdahl 5 octaves bells Level III
Mountain GrandeurMountain GrandeurMountain GrandeurMountain GrandeurMountain Grandeur by Phyllis Anschicks 3, 4, or 5 octaves Level III
My JesusMy JesusMy JesusMy JesusMy Jesus by Fred A. Merrett 3 octaves bells/opt. chimes Level III
PPPPProcessional on an Opening Bellrocessional on an Opening Bellrocessional on an Opening Bellrocessional on an Opening Bellrocessional on an Opening Bell by M .Mazzatenta 3 (4) (5) octaves bells Level III
Winter WWinter WWinter WWinter WWinter Wonderland onderland onderland onderland onderland arr. by Gail Downey 3, 4 or 5 oct. bells/opt. chimes Level III
YYYYYellow Birellow Birellow Birellow Birellow Birddddd arr. by Gail Downey 3 - 5 octaves +opt. chimes/percussion Level III
In the Good Old Summertime In the Good Old Summertime In the Good Old Summertime In the Good Old Summertime In the Good Old Summertime by Fred A. Merrett 3 or 5 octaves + chimes Level III+
Joyous Echo FJoyous Echo FJoyous Echo FJoyous Echo FJoyous Echo Fanfaranfaranfaranfaranfareeeee by Michael Mazzatenta 3 octaves Level III+
TTTTTon Moulinon Moulinon Moulinon Moulinon Moulin by Valerie Stephenson (3) (4) 5 octaves bells, (3) 5 oct. chimes Level III+

BBBBBadinerieadinerieadinerieadinerieadinerie by J.S. Bach, arr. Leila Norris 5 oct. bells and solo flute Level IV
Cantabile: A Singing Spirit Cantabile: A Singing Spirit Cantabile: A Singing Spirit Cantabile: A Singing Spirit Cantabile: A Singing Spirit by Lee Afdahl 3-5 (6) oct. bells/opt chimes Level IV
Crush Collision MarchCrush Collision MarchCrush Collision MarchCrush Collision MarchCrush Collision March by Larry Sue 5 (6) oct. bells, 3 oct. chimes +opt F2 Level IV
FFFFFantasie on antasie on antasie on antasie on antasie on Spirit of GodSpirit of GodSpirit of GodSpirit of GodSpirit of God     arr. by Matthew Prins 5 oct. Level IV
O the DO the DO the DO the DO the Deepeepeepeepeep, D, D, D, D, Deep Loveep Loveep Loveep Loveep Love of Je of Je of Je of Je of Jesusesusesusesusesus by Derek Hakes (3) (4) 5 octaves bells, 3 oct. chimes Level IV
Blessedness of Unity Blessedness of Unity Blessedness of Unity Blessedness of Unity Blessedness of Unity Psalm 133 by Lee Afdahl 3 or 4-5 oct. bells/ Opt.chimes Level IV+
NocturneNocturneNocturneNocturneNocturne by Kenneth Hytch 5 octaves bells with harp solo Level IV+

AirAirAirAirAir by J.S. Bach, transcribed by Valerie Stephenson 5 oct. bells and opt. chimes Level V
Masters in This Hall Masters in This Hall Masters in This Hall Masters in This Hall Masters in This Hall arr. Gail Downey 3 or 5 octaves Level V
Jazzin’ Jazzin’ Jazzin’ Jazzin’ Jazzin’ by Kathleen Wissinger 3 or 4/5 octaves bells Level V
That Old Black Magic That Old Black Magic That Old Black Magic That Old Black Magic That Old Black Magic by Paul W. Allen 5 octaves bells Level V
TTTTTriple Thrriple Thrriple Thrriple Thrriple Threat eat eat eat eat by Kathleen Wissinger 3-5 octaves bells Level V
The Rakes of MallowThe Rakes of MallowThe Rakes of MallowThe Rakes of MallowThe Rakes of Mallow arr. by Carol Lynn Mizell 5/6 octaves bells  + percussion Level VI
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Hymn accompaniments arranged for 2, 3, 4 or 5 octave choirs
PPPPPurururururchase any 10 for $19.95 or $2.50 eachchase any 10 for $19.95 or $2.50 eachchase any 10 for $19.95 or $2.50 eachchase any 10 for $19.95 or $2.50 eachchase any 10 for $19.95 or $2.50 each
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     866.951.0053     866.951.0053     866.951.0053     866.951.0053     866.951.0053

(For a complete listing of hymn accompaniments, please check our web site!)

Hymns YHymns YHymns YHymns YHymns Your Wour Wour Wour Wour Way ~ ay ~ ay ~ ay ~ ay ~ by Gail Dby Gail Dby Gail Dby Gail Dby Gail Downeyowneyowneyowneyowney
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